
Miami Dade Council for the Social Studies Conference 
8:30am-9:30am- Registration/Breakfast/Exhibit Hall Opens (Cafeteria) 

 Room: 150 Room: 156 Room: 157 Room: 154 Room: 151 Room: 152 Room: 153 Room: 155 Room: 158 Room: 164 

Session 1 
 
9:35-10:25 

Latin American 
and Caribbean 
Center, FIU 
 
Title: Youth 
Gangs in Central 
America” 
 
Presenter:  
Dr. Jose Miguel 
Cruz 

 

The News Lit 
Project 
 
 
Title: Teaching 
News Literacy 
(Double 
Session) 
 
Presenter: 
Damaso Reyes 

Georgetown 
University 
 
Title: Basic 
Understandings 
about Islam & 
Muslim History 
(Double 
Session) 
 
Presenter: 
Susan Douglass 

 

NBC Learn 
 
 
Title: Boost 
Engagement 
with NBC Learn  
 
Presenter:  
Melissa Cail 

 

Coral Gables 
Museum 
 
Title: 

 

 
  

Designing 
Sustainable 
Cities Program 

Presenters: 
Cecilia Slesnick 

 

Holocaust 
Memorial, 
Miami Beach 
 
Title:  Holocaust 
Memorial Miami 
Beach Education 
and Field Trip 
Resources 
 
Presenter: 
Daniel Reed 
 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum 
 
 
Title: Teaching 
About the 
Seminoles  
 
Presenter: 
Alyssa Boge 
 

Department of 
Social Sciences 
 
 
Title: Resources 
for Your Grades 
K-2 Classroom 
 
Presenter: 
Raquel 
Sotolongo 
 

FIU History 
Dept. 
 
 
 
Title: How to 
Use Social 
Media in a 
Social Studies 
Classroom 
 
Presenter: 
Mikah Oelze 
 
 

Pearson  
Grades 9-12 
 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
Pearson 
Representative 
 

Session 2 
 
10:30-11:20 

Latin American 
and Caribbean 
Center, FIU 
 
Title: 
Gender Based 
 
 
Presenter: 
Melissa 
Boissiere 

The News Lit 
Project 
 
Title: Teaching 
News Literacy 
(Continuation 
of Session 1) 
 
Presenter: 
Damaso Reyes 

Georgetown 
University 
 
Title: Basic 
Understandings 
about Islam & 
Muslim History 
(Continuation of 
Session 1) 
 
Presenter: 
Susan Douglass 

 

NBC Learn 

Title: Boost 
Engagement 
with NBC Learn  

Presenter:  
Melissa Cail 

 

Close Up 
 
Title: “Close Up 
Washington, DC 
Trip” 
 
 
Presenter:  
Mariza Padilla 
 

Miami Dade 
Teacher 
 
Title: “Teaching 
US History 
through the use 
of Graphic 
Novels” 
 
Presenter: 
William Padron 
 

Miami Dade 
Teacher 
 
Title:  Martha 
Washington: 
The First Lady of 
the United 
States 
 
 
Presenter: 
Dr. Michel Mar 
 

Department of 
Social Sciences 
 
Title: Resources 
for Your Grades 
K-2 Classroom 
 
Presenter: 
Raquel 
Sotolongo 
 

Department of 
Social Sciences  
 
Title: Best 
Practices in 
Secondary Social 
Sciences for 
grades 6-12 
Classroom 
 
Presenter: 
Cristina 
Velasquez-Colon 

TCI Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
TCI 
Representative 
 

Session 3 
 
11:25-12:15 

Miami Dade 
Teacher 
 
Title: A Typical 
Day in My 
APUSH Class 
 
 
Presenter: 
John Burkowski 

 

The News Lit 
Project 
 
Title: Teaching 
News Literacy 
(Double 
Session) 
 
Presenter: 
Damaso Reyes 

Georgetown 
University 
 
Title: 
Contemporary 
Issues in Muslim 
Societies and 
among 
American 
Muslims 
(Double 
Session) 
 
Presenter: 
Susan Douglass 

 

Colonial 
Research 
Associate 

Title: Women of 
the American 
Revolution: Lost 
Voices of 
America’s First 
Generation  

Presenter:  
Roger Smith 

Curriculum 
Specialist/ Social 
Studies.com  

Title: Teaching 
Social Studies 
with stories that 
Stick! 

Presenter: 
Ileana Gonzalez 
 

Latin American 
and Caribbean 
Center, FIU 
 
 
Title: Russian 
Influence in the 
Western 
Hemisphere 
 
 
Presenter: 
Martha Rivera 
 

McGraw- Hill  
Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
Mc Graw-Hill 
Representative 

TCI  Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
 
Presenter: 
TCI 
Representative 

 

Department of 
Social Sciences  
 
Title: Best 
Practices in 
Secondary Social 
Sciences for 
grades 6-12 
Classroom 
 
Presenter: 
Cristina 
Velasquez-Colon 

Pearson 
Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
 
Presenter: 
Pearson 
Representative 
 

 
 
 
 

Lunch  Break    12:15-1:10   Lunch  Break 12:15-1:10   

Lunch- 12:15pm-1:10pm 

Cafeteria 

Exhibit Hall Open-Cafeteria 



 
 

Session 4 
 
1:15-2:05 

Miami Dade 
Teacher 
 
Title: AP 
Histories Writing 
and Rubrics 
(Double 
Session) 
 
 
Presenter: 
John Burkowski 

The News Lit 
Project 
 
Title: Teaching 
News Literacy 
(Continuation 
of Session 3) 
 
 
Presenter: 
Damaso Reyes 

Georgetown 
University 
 
Title: 
Contemporary 
Issues in Muslim 
Societies and 
among 
American 
Muslims 
(Continuation of 
Session 3) 
 
Presenter: 
Susan Douglass 

 

Colonial 
Research 
Associate 

Title: The 
American 
Revolution’s 
Best Kept 
Secret: Why 
Florida 
Mattered 

Presenter:  
Roger Smith 

Curriculum 
Specialist/ Social 
Studies.com  

Title: Primary 
Sources: Truth 
or Dare? 

 
Presenter: 
Ileana Gonzalez 
 

Department of 
Social Sciences 
 
Title: Resources 
for Your Grades 
3-5 Classroom 
 
Presenter:  

Raquel 

Sotolongo 

McGraw- Hill  
Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
McGraw-Hill 
Representative 

TCI  Textbook 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
 
Presenter: 
TCI 
Representative 

 

Department of 
Social Sciences  
 
Title: Best 
Practices in 
Secondary Social 
Sciences for 
grades 6-12 
Classroom 
 
Presenter: 
Cristina 
Velasquez-Colon 

Pearson 
Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
Pearson 
Representative 

Session 5 
 
2:10-3:00  
 

Miami Dade 
Teacher 
 
Title: AP 
Histories Writing 
and Rubrics 
(Continuation 
from Session 4) 
 
Presenter: 
John Burkowski 

Miami Dade 
Teacher 
 
Title: Resources 

from the National 
Humanities Center 
and the UNC- Duke 
Consortium on the 
Middle East 
Studies 
 

Presenter:  
Jason Chohonis 

 

Miami Dade 
Teacher 
 
Title: “Teaching 
Social Studies 
Across the 
Curriculum” 
 
Presenter: 
Monica Valdes 

 

TCI  Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
TCI 
Representative 

 

Jewish Museum 
of Florida, FIU 
 
Title:  
Ruth Gruber: 
Pioneer 
Photojournalist 
 
Presenter: 
Chaim 
Lieberperson 

 

Department of 
Social Sciences 
 
Title: Resources 
for Your Grades 
3-5 Classroom 
 
Presenter:  
Raquel 
Sotolongo 

McGraw- Hill  
Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
McGraw-Hill 
Representative 

McGraw- Hill  
Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
Mc Graw-Hill 
Representative 

Department of 
Social Sciences 
 
Title: Best 
Practices in 
Social Sciences 
Grades 6-12 
 
Presenter: 
Cristina 
Velasquez-Colon 
 

Pearson 
Textbooks 
Presentation 
 
Title: Overview 
of the newly 
adopted Social 
Sciences 
Textbooks 
 
Presenter: 
Pearson 
Representative  

 

Closing Session/Sign Out- 3:05pm-3:30pm 

Cafeteria 

 


