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THE POWeR
Of TeACheRS

INTRODUCTION



“Besides being an act of knowing, 
education is also a political act.
That is why no pedagogy is 
neutral…Reality is socially 
constructed and can be 
reconstructed” (61-62).

Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).



“At the heart of the educational 
endeavor is the individual 
teacher, whose sensitivity and 
skills as a professional enable 
children of various capabilities 
and cultures to achieve their 
maximum potential, or, 
alternatively, whose inability 
may (often inadvertently) lead 
to student failure” (124). 

Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).



“Teaching is not an 
isolated act detached 
from social obligations. 
Teachers must help 
students ‘connect’ their 
lives with the larger 
world, develop 
conceptual schemes, and 
not merely accumulate 
information” (133). 

Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).



CuRReNt EVeNts As
TeAChABLe MOMeNts

PART ONE



“Students need to be 
encouraged to engage in 
dialogue with one another in 
order to prepare themselves for 
democratic participation in 
society. Current events reported 
in news media offer the 
opportunity…to capitalize on 
teachable moments” (172).

Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).





“The teacher needs to think 
about issues of difference, 
power, and privilege raised in the 
current events he or she decides 
to focus on, and then cultivate 
discussions with students in a 
manner appropriate for their 
level of maturity” (158).

Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).



DIffeReNCe

 “Different” how? From whom?        
For whom?

 Socially created and 
comparative—Why do some 
differences matter a lot and some 
not at all?

 Inherently political because it 
represents power imbalances

 Serves to form boundaries and 
separate groups of people



PoLitiCiZeD DIffeReNCeS

ethnicity

religion

gender

class

(dis)ability

language

race

sexuality



“Human beings are different from 
each other in various ways, and this 
does not translate into deficiency or 
deviance when they differ from a 
traditional norm; it simply means that 
they are different, but also that they 
have the right to be 
different…Education should focus on 
the validation of their cultural, social, 
and gender differences, and the 
development of their individual 
identities…to empower all students 
[so] they can make a variety of 
contributions appropriate to their 
talents, needs, and aspirations” (xiv). 

Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).



INfuSiNg GLOBAL THeMeS
iNtO CuRRiCuLum

PART TWO



“In a multicultural framework, 
lessons that broach [issues of 
difference, power, and privilege] 
cannot be taught as separate 
subjects; rather, they must be 
skillfully worked into everyday 
lesson plans… Creativity may be 
required on the part of the 
teacher, but with practice this 
pedagogical approach will 
become second nature” (158).

Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).



“It is easy to think of 
multiculturalism in terms of 
different ethnic cultures and to 
focus on a “museum approach,” 
which views culture as static 
and treats it as an artifact that 
can be brought into and out of 
contexts and interactions, 
rather than as a component of 
identity that is always present 
and ever evolving” (60).

Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).



MuLtiCuLtuRAL TeAchiNG

 Extend concepts and social issues from 
local to world conditions

 Design activities that involve research to 
demonstrate variation within (as well as 
between) groups

 Recognize different cultural heritages and 
their contributions

 Demystify topics by relating to the lives of 
ordinary people

 Promote interdisciplinarity through 
thematic approaches

 Compel students to be selective when 
confronted with information                             
(e.g., media literacy)



ACTiViTy

 Broken up into small groups, you will receive                            
a recent news article to read together.

 Discuss how the politics of difference factor                                
into the news story and how it is reported.

 Brainstorm how you could bring up this news              
story in your own classroom. Think about the     
curricular content you already cover and how it       
might relate to current events. How could you     
modify an existing lesson to promote dialogue             
on the right to be different?





CRitiCaL QUeSTiONiNG

 Is this true?

 Who says so?

 Who benefits most when people believe it’s true?

 How are we taught to accept that it is true?

 What alternative ways of looking at the issue   

can we see?



hearmyvoice.com



CuRRiCuLum ReSOuRCeS
fOR TeACheRS

PART THREE



zinnedproject.org



teachingforchange.org



teachingcentralamerica.org



globalonenessproject.org



morningsidecenter.org



choices.edu



pbs.org/newshour/extra



tolerance.org



rethinkingschools.org



rejectedprincesses.com







SEaRCh @MaRiuszEDU
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Ratna Ghosh & Mariusz 
Galczynski.  Redefining 
Multicultural Education: 
Inclusion and the Right to 
Be Different.  Canadian 
Scholars’ Press (2014).


